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     GREETINGS FROM CNOC MHUIRE
There has never been a school year 
quite like the past 12 months. When 
we re-opened the building at the 
end of August, it was transformed 
by yellow signage, restricted areas, 

“bubbles” and staggered breaks. We were unsure if it 
would work and our biggest fear was that there would 
be an outbreak regardless of our efforts. Like most fears, 
it didn’t materialise and students and staff adapted 
brilliantly to the new protocols, taking on board hand 
hygiene, masks and a myriad of restrictions. 

Whilst it was not the usual first term we managed to host 
our Jubilee Cup winner and awards, a 1st yr Maths Quiz, 
Student Voice representatives election, a Halloween 
fancy dress competition, Green Schools award, Friendship 
week and Stand Up Awareness day. As we approached 
Christmas, each class group decorated their room, we 

held a Christmas jumper day and Christmas Shoe Box 
appeal. Just before the Christmas holidays, all students 
with a full attendance were awarded chocolate santas. 
All students got treats as gratitude for their hard work in 
maintaining Covid routines with such good humour and 
resilience.  Each year group had an activity/outing with 
their yearhead/ tutors.

We are looking forward to re-opening on March 1st to 
welcome back the Leaving Certs and March 15th for 5th 
yrs. We know remote learning has posed many challenges 
for the school community and we welcome a full return 
in the months ahead.

This Newsletter will give you an insight into some of the 
things that have been happening in Cnoc Mhuire since 
September 2020.

Ms Durkan/ Ms McBrien

MERCY DAY
Mercy Day usually marks our Annual School mass 
celebrated by all the school community in St Mary’s 
Church, Granard.This year, the school marked Mercy Day 
with a short prayer and the lighting of a candle. Thanks to 
1st year student; Mel Mulligan and 5th yr student; Annie 
Deneher for their participation. Ms Lynch accompanied 
4 of our current TY students to mass in St Mary’s and 
Fr Simon kindly prayed on behalf of all our school 
community. 

GREEN SCHOOLS
Last May we were awarded our Green Schools seventh 
renewal reen flag - Global citizenship and the Marine 
environment.

This year we will commence working towards our 
eight renewal flag - Global citizenship and Travel.  It 
is a two year program undertaken by our transition 
year students. Green schools award recipients Lauren 
Whelan, Luke O Miachain and Rebecca McKenna 
receiving the school’s award based on their hard work 
and endeavours in TY. 
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JUNK KOUTURE 
Last year’s finalists Aoife Leonard,  Ella Mulligan and Emma Dalton travelled to 
Gloster House in Birr in November to shoot for the televised show. Due to Covid 
the girls missed out on the competition in the 3 Arena and so the competition was 
taking a new and exciting format. The girls had a professional photoshoot on the 
day and were filmed by the tv crew. The show was televised on February 4th on 
RTE 2 and the girls did a tremendous job on the big screen!! They proceeded to 
win the Audience Choice Award which was accepted on 2 FM Stephen Byrne radio 
show by Ella Mulligan. The girls won a chance to take part in a media campaign. A 
huge achievement by Bucket List and Ms Hetherton. 

Congratulations to Lily Hemus in 6th year, who qualified for the national 
finals of the Re Love Fashion Competition.  Lily will be interviewed by the 
judges on February 23rd to discuss her design and it’s sustainability. A great 
achievement for this budding designer. Best of luck Lily.

ART 
There were three winners in the Senior Category of the 
Credit Union Art Competition this year. First place went 
to Erin Shaughnessy in 5th year, second was Eve Cooke 
in 5th year and in third place was Erica Garvey Sheridan 
in 2nd year. 

Kaya Goldyn brought great honour to the school when 
her entry to the Ceist Art Competition was chosen to 
feature in their 2021 school calendar. Kaya’ s painting was 
chosen for the month of April. A great achievement for 
Kaya as this was a nationwide competition among 107 
Ceist schools.
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LEAVING CERTIFICATE 2020
2020 Leaving Certs who achieved in excess of 500 points collect their Awards. Teegan Murphy, Aibhin 
Masterson, Aoife Corcoran, Abby Purdy, Ellen McGuinness, Maria Mussi, Ella Kane, Lauryn McKeon, Ava 
Donohoe, Alanna Burns, Nicole Neilon. Missing from photo Sean O Neill and Bartek Kowal.

Aoife Corcoran was this year’s recipient of the Jubilee 
Cup for achieving the highest Leaving cert points, 
pictured above with her parents. Aoife was also 
awarded an Entrance Exhibition Award from Trinity 
College where she is studying Pharmacology.

CNOC MHUIRE  
CÉILÍ BAND

The Cnoc Mhuire Céilí Band were Highly Commended 
in the Waltons Music for Schools Competition 2020 

placing them in the top 12 places in the 
competition. The talented musicians 
are pictured here with soloist Erin Ross, 
music students on vocals and Irish 
dancer James Fox.  Well done to all on 
such a great achievement. Ms O Mahony 
returned to leading the Ceili Band last 
term in a socially distanced fashion, 
mentoring the Juniors and Seniors at 
different lunch-times. They performed 
a few live sessions prior to Christmas in 
the school’s front hall.
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TRANSITION YEAR
Transition Years have had an alternative TY experience 
compared to previous years. However, during the last 
term the students have engaged in many activities. They 
are continuing to do excellent work on projects such 
as Junk Kouture, Mini Company and Global Citizenship. 
They will be showcasing this work on a local and in some 
cases, a national level in the coming year. They have been 
involved in leadership activities e.g. the Future Leaders 
module and the Longford Sports Partnership Leadership 
program where they undertook three days of training 
in school. This leadership role was acted on as they 
redecorated their base classrooms and two students took 
on the daunting task of organising the class hoodies. The 
TY’s have engaged in rugby training in Longford, making 
their own Christmas decorations and wreaths in craft, 
a photography course with Shelley Corcoran and they 
have entered various competitions. Charitable activities 
have also been undertaken as they organised and ran the 
Shoebox Appeal for the homeless. One group sent out 
letters to Frontline workers and patients in local nursing 
homes. Leah Hanlon came 2nd in the Kiernan Steel 
TikTok challenge. She made a fantastic TikTok on how to 
maintain positive mental health during Covid and won 
herself a set of Airpods! Although TY’s had to forego their 
annual ice skating trip to Dublin, a little treat in the form 
of a McDonald’s after rugby training sufficed.

Since Christmas, the TY’s have really engaged with 
distance learning. They have completed courses from 
the Open University which have ranged from brushing 
up on their language skills, to learning about careers. 
They have also done online workshops, including one 
on skin care and self image run by the Kins Skin Clinic 
and they have completed their first workshop with Harp 
media in preparation for their Creative film project for 
“The promotion of Longford through the creative lens 
of a transition year student “ in conjunction with Grow 
Remote Longford. 

We have ensured that the students are minding 
themselves too. Ms Bratten has created “Creativity & 
Wellbeing Challenges”  for students. These activities have 
ranged from Sunrise Selfies, TY “Come Dine with me” 
where they had to cook a three course meal. They are in 
the process of completing a Gratitude Jar to remind them 
of all the good things in their lives at the moment and 
finally, the coveted “Covid Bake Off” Competition. It was 
a tough decision for our judges but the winners in TYX 
were: 1st place: Tori Cox, 2nd place: Ana Maria Mihai, 3rd 
place: Chloe Hanlon.

There are lots of activities planned for our return to 
school and we can’t wait to get back in and finish the 
year with a bang!

The winners in TYZ were: Joint 1st place: Maeve Brady/Wiktoria Manka, 2nd place: Leah Hanlon, Joint 3rd place: 
Aoibhinn Ginty & Cian O’Hara.
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Martina Glennon from Student Enterprise came in for two 
sessions with TY mini-companies and her final session via 
Zoom. They are now working on their Enterprise reports. 
TY’s also had a Walk and Talk for Friendship week last 
November.

5th YR BUSINESS CLASS
Ms Hyland asked her Business class to get outside and 
get moving during the recent snowy spell. Anything 
to get away from sitting at the laptop for 40 minutes! 
It was great but very cold. Here is her collage from 
some of the students’ photos. 

CHESS CLUB
Mr Faughnan had organised a chess club in November 
which met at lunch times in a socially distanced way in 
the resource room. He is now happy to announce that 
the Swiss-style tournament is advancing to Round 2. 
Fixtures are up on the chess club Google Classroom.
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2nd year Tie-dyed projects for CBA’s in Home Economics.

Home Economics students poster competition on Fire 
Safety and practical cookery.

An upcycling project as part of 
3rd yr Home Economics CBA.

HOME ECONOMICS AMBER FLAG 
At the start of the school year we commenced our bid to 
attain an Amber Flag. The Amber Flag initiative operates 
in association with Pieta House and recognises our 
school as a place that promotes positive Mental Health. 
So far this year we held a Fancy Dress Costume Day at 
Halloween time and a Christmas Jumper Day last term. 
We also held a competition amongst our Junior years to 
design a face mask, there were numerous excellent entries 
with Sophie Devine (3rd Year) emerging as the winner. 
The design was sent to print and we are delighted to 
announce that Sophies’ masks are available for purchase 
from Ms Kearney when we return to school, price €6. We 
look forward to continuing in our bid to attain the Amber 
Flag when we get back to school with many more fun 
activities yet to take place. 

Ms Rabbitt’s First year tutor group hosted a tea party and 
kind gesture day. 
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Third years dressed in blue for Stand Up Awareness day.

Clodagh Reilly, 1.3 who participated in a Zoom call with 
6th class pupils from her primary school, Scoil Samthainn 
(Ballinalee) today. Clodagh spoke about how well she has 
settled in to Cnoc Mhuire and answered lots of questions 
regarding transitioning to second level.A selection of 
First Years participated in recorded profiles as part of our 
Alternative Open/ Enrolment week during Level 3 restrictions.

Sixth years enjoyed a day of yoga relaxation and soccer fun 
at The Mall, Longford with their tutors before Christmas. 
Meanwhile, the 1st,  2nd and 3rd yrs enjoyed outings to 
the cinema on alternative days and in a socially distanced 
way with their tutors. The 5th years had a quiz with their 
tutors.

SPHE
SPHE teachers are 
asking students to 
participate in some 

fun activities and skills 
based learning. Here 
are two photos of 1st 
years’ activities.Ciara 
Crossan’s scones and 
Shauna McCormack’s 

snowman. 
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The winning entries from Class 1.0 Aoibhe Reilly “Tired of this Lockdown’’   
& Liam Greene “Woof week ....’’

Class 1.2. 
The winning 
entries were 
Oisin Kiernan 
“Counting the 
Days’’ & 

Ella Brady 
“We’re all in this 
together’’

The winning entries from 
Class 1.3 were 
Jessica Nicolas “We miss you 
Nana’’ & 
Julie Corr “Light at the end 
of the Tunnel’’

The winning entries from Class 1.1 were 
Aoife Lee “Life in a Bubble’’  & Shane 
O’Hara “All packed, nowhere to go’’

PHOTO COMPETITION
Mr Devine organised a photo competition with the 1st years and their tutors with two winning photos chosen from 
each class group. The 1st years certainly displayed the JCT key skill of creativity.


