
The past 18 months were definitely unprecedented and unpredictable. We commend all of our students for doing 
their best faced with the difficulties and restrictions in the school setting. Their compliance with mask-wearing/ 
sanitisation/ 1 metre distances etc was truly remarkable. We would like to acknowledge the Leaving Cert classes of 
2021 who definitely were the most affected by school closures but remained positive and resilient throughout. 
Thanks to all our parents and guardians for your support and acceptance of the Covid Response Plan which had to 
be introduced in September 2020 and updated in March 2021 according to government guidelines. We were 
inspected in April and were found to be fully compliant. Other policies that were updated this year were Admissions 
Policy/ Child Safeguarding Statement and Risk Assessment 2021, First Aid policy/ Health and Safety Statement 
and an amended Code of Behavior linked to Covid 19. Whilst there were many challenges and changes for teachers 
and students alike, we all learned that we could do things differently and find new ways of teaching and learning in 
the remote environment. 
 

Junior Certificate Reports will be posted out to parents/ guardians in mid June. The Summer Reports for remaining 
year groups will be available digitally on Vsware in mid-June. Instructions on how to access the reports will be emailed 
to parents in mid-June and will also be available on our school website which we are currently updating. Booklists 
for 2021 and Book Rental application forms are available on the school website. In August, school uniforms will also 
be available from the Singer Sewing Shop in Cavan as well as from the usual outlet of Durkin’s Drapery, Longford. 
We hope you all have a safe and enjoyable summer. 

Ms. Pauline McBrien and Ms. Sandra Durkan 

 
 

LEAVING CERT CLASS OF 2021 GRADUATE: 
Congratulations and Best wishes to our Sixth Year Students who graduated on May 21st. They enjoyed their 
final day in Cnoc Mhuire which started outdoors with tree planting, prayers by Fr. Cadam, and special reflection 
stones. 
 

After refreshments, their socially distanced  Graduation Ceremony commenced. This year we live streamed 
the graduation ceremony on Youtube so that parents/guardians and families could join virtually. This was a 
beautiful, memorable ceremony with music and song, fantastic slide shows, speeches by management, 
students and staff. 
 

CNOC MHUIRE  
N E W S L E T T E R   

SUMMER 2021

*Award winners were as follows: 

Leaving Cert Student of the Year: 
Ellen Deneher.  

Nominees for Leaving Cert Student of the year 
were: Ellen Deneher, Sarah Doyle, Cathal Gilligan, 
Lily Hemus, Alicia Maguire-Oates, Cian Murray. 
Ellen is pictured with her award.
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Nominees for Leaving Cert Student of the year were: 
Ellen Deneher, Sarah Doyle, Cathal Gilligan, Lily Hemus, Alicia Maguire-Oates, Cian Murray. 
 
 

Attendance awards: 
Peter Devine received an award for having Full Attendance in 2020-21 school year. 
 

The following students received Excellent Attendance awards: 

Siobhan Tully, Connor Leonard, Krisitian Parecki, Matthew Quinn, Bryan Masterson, 
Cian O’Reilly, Jaden Hussey and Kate Murphy. 
 

We wish all our sixth year students  
the best of luck in the State exams and every success in the future.
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6.0:  Cathal Gilligan 

Cathal is pictured with Ms McBrien, Mr Faughnan  
(Tutor) and Ms Farrell  

6.1: Lily Hemus 

Lily is pictured below with Ms McBrien, Ms Kearney 
(Tutor) and Ms Farrell  

6.2: Alicia Maguire-Oates 

Alicia is pictured below with Ms McBrien,  
Ms Doherty (Tutor) and Ms Farrell  

Spirit of Mercy Award winner: Cian Murray. 

Cian pictured below with Ms McBrien,  
Ms Durkan and Ms Farrell

6th year Student of the Class 2021



JUNK KOUTURE 2021 

TYs completed their registration process for Junk kouture 2021 
and in total six dresses went through to the final. This is a fantastic 
achievement and great credit goes to Ms Hetherton and to the 9 
teams who entered in the competition. It is digital once again this 
year but is now international which will add a new dimension. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Bucket List” featured on the RTE Instagram and Facebook page 
recently as part of Junk Kouture’s media campaign prize for winning 
the Audience Choice Award in the 2020 competition. The girls 
received lots of national social media coverage.  Well done girls.  

SEACHTAIN NA GAEILGE 2021 

Thanks to all the students from 1st - 6th yr who managed to complete Posters for Seachtain na Gaeilge. 
As always, there was some excellent art work. Congratulations to Ms Browne and 3rd Yr Higher level Irish 
class on winning €150 prize on their Raidió na Gaeilge show. This was a 1st prize place in a National Seachtain 
na Gaeilge competition sponsored by Energia. A fantastic achievement for all concerned. Click on the link 
https://youtu.be/ZmPAjt-flA4 to tune in.
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CHESS CLUB  
The final 8 players competed in a custom online 
tournament between 1st and 2nd Year Chess Players. 
Top players were Fionn Higgins, Oisín Durkan from 2nd 
Year, and Liam O’Hara, Arthur Lopes from 1st year. 
Caoimhe Connell in 2nd year won a prize for 
introducing other students to the game. Chess 
proved quite popular as it could be played online 
making it Covid- friendly.  

 
FOOTBALL TRAINING 
It was great to see the pitch in use after restrictions 
eased in May. Thanks to Mr Carroll, Mr Faughnan, Mr 
Brady, Ms Beatty and Ms Rabbit who supervised some 
training sessions and fun matches for the students. 
 
AMBER FLAG 
Thanks to all those who 
took part in Darkness 
into Light on May 8th, 
donated money to Pieta 
House and uploaded 
their photos.  
 
 

FIRST YEAR 
Check out our FB page for some excellent videos from 
Ms Cattigan’s 1st year Computers class about ‘Life In 
Lockdown’. Well done to Shauna McCormack, Alice O 
Neill and Chantel Higgins. 

 
1ST YEAR STUDENT OF THE CLASS 2021 
Class 1.0 Wiktoria Pieprzyca 
Class 1.1 Eoin O’Hara  
Class 1.2 Roisin Grant  
Class 1,3 Ella Briody and Ciara Crossa, joint winners. 
  
Rosemary Gaynor from Granard Library delivered 
some vegetable seeds to the school after Easter and 
1.0 planted them and watered them. 

  
FRENCH QUIZ 
Sean Ginty, Odhran O’Reilly and Liam Green who were 
winners in the French Table Quiz organised by The 
French Teachers Association and will represent the 
school in the next round.   

EXTRA CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
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SECOND YEAR 
Student of the class 
Daniel Safarik Class 2.0, 
Caoimhe Connell Class 2.1,  
Gabrielle Doroz Class 2.2  
 
All our second year students participated in the Anti 
Bullying and Online Safety programme designed by 
the FUSE team at DCU National Anti-Bullying 
Research & Resource Centre which was launched two-
years ago. Evaluations have shown that over 86% of 
students are better able to recognise, respond and 
report bullying and cyberbullying after they 
participated in FUSE. This programme represents an 
important strategy to tackle bullying and online safety 

but also improve knowledge around the issue and raise awareness. Thanks to the second year tutors, Mr 
Plunkett, Ms Cattigan and Ms O Mahony for facilitating the workshops. After their awards ceremony, all second 
years were treated to an ice cream in recognition of staying the course in a difficult year. 
 
 

THIRD YEAR 

Congratulations to our 3rd yr team that came 4th in the Credit Union Quiz. Over 280 schools participated 
remotely. They received a €100 voucher. Thanks to Ms Cattigan & Ms Rabbitt for organising it.  
 
Third year Student of the Class pictured below with Ms Beatty (Yearhead) and Ms McBrien (Principal). 
Class 3.0 Michael Murphy and Ailbhe Brady picture 
Class 3.1 Enya Higgins 
Class 3.2 Caoimhe Crossan  
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The 3rd year team consisted of: Ciaran McConnon, Enya Higgins, 
Brendan O’Reilly, Eimear McGarry and Leah Simpson (sub)

CREDIT UNION QUIZ 
The 3rd year team came 4th in the whole country so the school will receive a €100 voucher. Thanks to Ms 
Cattigan for organising the teams through school based quizzes. 



 
Ms Beatty and Ms Bratten 
organised next year’s 
prospective TY students 
and current TY students 

to attend the annual WWGS conference, a full day event. The theme for this year’s 
conference was Racial Justice. It engaged students with the journey towards racial 
justice. There were many speakers throughout the day including Sandrine Ndahiro 
and comedian Martin Beanz Ward. The students worked in groups and discussed a number of contemporary 
issues. Lunch was provided.  

The WWGS committee of Aoibhinn 
Ginty, Joanne Rabbitt, Yanna Harten 
and Lisa Marie Leonard along with their 
teacher Ms Beatty proudly holding our 
Diplomatic Banner which the school 
was awarded in recognition of the work 
carried out throughout the school in 
the area of Global Citizenship. TY’s 
planted seeds, flower beds and 
containers and did a general tidy up of 
the mature flower beds. They painted 
their classrooms and outdoor walls to 
improve our environment.Students 
were very busy with Green Schools and 

their Global citizenship modules. They spent several mornings sprucing up the school. The students got 
involved in painting bird boxes, weeding and planting bulbs and apple trees in order to have the school looking 
bright and to improve the ecological footprint of the school.  They had a 
range of workshops on a variety of environmental issues. Ms Beatty and 
Mr Plunkett facilitated a blended workshop with Eimear Manning from 
UNESCO, on “Fast Fashion” and “Climate action”. TYZ had been working 
on a Fast Fashion project as part of their Global Citizenship module since 
September and the Climate Action workshop helped the students as 
they work toward the school’s next Green Flag.   
 
Vicky Donnelly gave a workshop on “Beyond Borders” which also looked 
at the theme of Global Injustice to blend with the WWGs workshops.   
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Annual student conference  
WWGS - Global Citizenship



TY’s enjoy their socially distanced  
Graduation and Leah Hanlon crated the 

wonderful cupcakes. 
 

The Transition Year students managed to squeeze a lot into the final term when 
school resumed, mainly due to Ms Bratten, the co-ordinator. 
This summary will give you a flavor of some of the things they got up to. 
As always, the school was very successful in the Junk Kouture and Longford 
Enterprise Mini Company competitions. Our Junk Kouture groups spent countless 
hours, both at home and in school, getting their outfits ready. A huge debt of gratitude 
is owed to Ms Hetherton who worked closely with the students, creating some amazing 
ideas and whose knowledge of and dedication to the event is second to none. Mr Carroll 
did the photoshoot ensuring that the models and their designs were picture perfect! 
This year 6 out of our 9 entries have been picked to go forward to the Western Finals. 
This was a particularly successful year as the judges only picked 35 finalists instead of 
the usual 80. We are very proud of these students! The outfits include “A Hot Mesh”, 
“All Bark, No Bite”, “Message in a Bottle”, “Pedal to the Metal”, “Save the Image” and 
“Teed off”.  
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SL&K’, the team made up by DJ Madden, Megan O’Reilly 
and Ciarán McConnon, won the Third Year Basketball 
Lunchtime League. 

“Save This Image” Aoibhinn Ginty (Model), 
Leah Hanlon and Shannon Moran 
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“Troubled Waters” dress by 
Lisa Marie Leonard, Jasmin 
Hartin and Laura Tully

All Bark No Bite” 
by Rachel 
Mulligan (Model), 
Maeve Brady and 
Zoe Lynch

“The Look of the Irish”  
by Tori Cox (Model),  

Erin Ross and Emily Reilly

Pedal to the Metal 
Eimear Scanlon (Model)  

and Aideen Donohoe

“Teed Off” by Amy 
Reilly (Model), 

Joanne Rabbitte 
and Chloe Hanlon 

“A Hot Mesh” by Ana Maria Mihai (Model),  
Wiktoria Manka and Hannah Barber“Message in a 

Bottle” by  Siobhan 
Leonard (Model), 
James Fox and 
Paula Donohoe 

A Fashionable 
Distance” by Bronagh 

Rawle (Model) and 
Yanna Hartin



LILLIPUT ADVENTURE CENTRE 
One of the highlights of the year had to be the 
Performing Arts workshop with George McMahon 
(from Fair city) on the 7th of May and the annual trip 
to Lilliput. In their drama workshop, the students 
worked through scenes and monologues. There were 
a few dark horses and we are hopeful for a few 
academy award winners in the future!! In Lilliput, the 
students experienced four seasons in one day but 
they all got involved in the various activities despite 
the weather. These included kayaking, orienteering, 
capture the flag and bog jumping. We received a 
lovely email from Lilliput on our return, 
complimenting the students on how polite they were 
and congratulating them on getting involved 
throughout the day, despite the inclement weather! 
A great day was had by all even if they had to use the 
lake to wash off all the dirt from the bog! 
 

Mini Companies tapped into students’ 
entrepreneurial skills where they researched products 
such as football jerseys, socks and shorts, 
personalised crew tops and even firewood. All were up 
for sale! Cian O’Hara won the ‘Most Creative 
Business Idea’ award for his “Save Your Breath” idea 
at the Longford Enterprise Awards. His amazing idea 
was creating a portable digital test to test for Covid 
19. It was awarded remotely during school closure. 
 
Some life long skills were also developed during the 
last term. Ty X and Ty Z completed their basic first aid 
course with John from Medicore. After completing 

theory in the morning, the students were able to get hands on, 
within Covid guidelines, and learn how to deal with a range of 
injuries. They also learned how to complete CPR, how to use a 
defibrillator and the Heimlich maneuver. There was great feedback 
from the students and the halls of Cnoc Mhuire are a safer place 
with their new skills ready to go! The students also had their 
Drivers Education workshop. They got to drive a car, learned basic 
mechanics and how to change a wheel safely. They also got to 
practice for their theory test and experience “beer goggles”  to 
fully appreciate the dangers of driving under the influence of drugs 
and alcohol.  
 
Other virtual workshops attended by TY students in the last term 
included a workshop hosted by the SEAI on the 13th of May and 
the Gaelic Players All Ireland Youth Leadership Event. In their SEAI 
workshop, the students looked at the impact of fossil fuels on our 
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global environment and sustainable energies as an 
energy source. Some interesting activities were 
engaged with and an informative session was had. 
During the leadership conference, they listened to 
top GAA and Camogie stars who talked about the 
importance of leadership. Some of the speakers 
included Anna Geary (Camogie Player), Marty 
Morrisey (presenter), Tom Parsons (former Mayo 
County player) to name but a few. 
 
Friday the 23rd of April saw the deadline for the 
Longford Grow Remote Project. This was in 
conjunction with Harp Media and supported by 
Creative Ireland Longford. The project aimed to 
promote Longford and encouraged the students 
to take pride in their local communities. Five 
schools from throughout the county took part. 
The students had to complete a 1-2 minute film. 
It consisted of images and clips that showcased their 
local area. They had workshops over lockdown with 
Paddy McGivney and Robert Higgins from Harp Media 
on Film planning, shooting and editing. The film’s 
produced by the students were fantastic and they go 
toward a bigger creative short film of Longford. This 
will be a collage of footage from all the schools that 
were involved with this project. The overall film will be 

part of the promotion of Longford in local schools and 
libraries. A sincere thanks to Ms Cattigan who acted 
as a sounding board for the students and facilitated 
the completion of their films.  
 
Cnoc Mhuire were delighted to submit over 30 entries 
to the project. The students had an awards ceremony 
on Tuesday the 18th of May to present awards for Best 
Director, Best cinematography and Best Edit. All 
students who entered the project were in a raffle to 
win €50. Thank you to   Lorraine O’Connor & Sonia 
Flynn who represented Grow Remote at the awards 
ceremony. We would also like to thank Paddy and 
Robert from Harp Media who facilitated the 
workshops to create the videos. The students also got 
an opportunity to watch their short film “Drifting” 
starring Paul Mescal and Dafhyd Flynn, the students 
recognized lots of familiar places as many scenes were 
shot in the Granard area. Finally, we would like to say a 
HUGE thank you to Noreen McLoughlin from Whitehill 
Environmental who sponsored the prizes on the day.  
 
The winners were 
Best Cinematography - James Fox 
Best Director - Lisa Marie Leonard 
Best Edit - Zoe Lynch 
Raffle - Tori Cox   
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As part of their Future Leaders module, the TY’s 
also hosted a range of sports events for the first 
year classes. These included basketball, soccer, 
races to name but a few. The morning was a great 
success and it was enjoyed by all. The Transition 
years also had their own mini sports day. A huge 
thank you to Ms Kearney and Mr Nally for organising 
this during their final PE class. Although there were 
a few controversial winners, the students enjoyed 
taking part in events like the egg and spoon race, 
wheelbarrow race, sprints and dizzy penalties. Ms 
Bratten even made an appearance with Ms Sheils to 
take part in the Three legged race.  
 
They also completed a Parkour workshop with 
Longford Sports partnership. Along with the TY’s, 
most classes in each year group got a chance to 
work on their free running skills.  
 
Finally, our Transition Year Graduation was 
different. It was held on Thursday the 20th of May 
in the gym. Due to covid, parents could not attend 
but it was available for parents to view afterwards 
as due to technical issues it couldn’t be 
livestreamed. A lot of preparation went into the 
day. A special thank you to Mick Conlan for pre 
recording segments for the graduation. He also 
recorded a Junk Kouture Fashion show so parents 
could get a good look at each of the dresses.  
 
The day started off with a bang thanks to Bronagh 
Rawle organising the TY breakfast and Leah Hanlon 
providing dessert by bringing in cupcakes for the 
TY’s to enjoy. The students received their 
assessment certificates and some special awards 
were given out on the day.  
 
These included: 
Maeve Brady -Student of the class TYX 
Rachel Mulligan - Student of the class TYZ 
Bronagh Rawle - Ceist award  
Aoibhinn Ginty - Student of the year  
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Rachel Mulligan  
- Student of the class TYZ pictured below with  

Ms Bratten, TY coordinator 

Pictured above Bronagh Rawle receiving the   
TY Ceist award 

Pictured Aoibhinn Ginty - Student of the Year



Congratulations to the ‘Student Of The Class’ winners in 5th year.  
5.0 Shane Donohoe 
5.1 Findlay Harvey 
5.2 Cara Moran 
5.3 Julia Golik  
 

SIXTH YEAR 
Biology Study of Ecosystem in Derrycassin Woods, Dring with Ms Beatty 
and Mr Nally. This is a component part of their Leaving Cert exam. 
 
Recognition of High Achievers 
Well done to Lauryn McKeon/ Sean O Neill/ Teegan Murphy who all 
recently received entrance Awards from Athlone IT. Congratulations to 
Aoife Corcoran who received an entrance ~Exhibition Award to Trinity 
College, Dublin. 

 
School Self-Evaluation 
The focus of School Self-Evaluation for the academic year 2020-2021 was the implementation of effective 
feedback strategies to support blended learning. All strategies implemented endeavoured to support our 
students’ learning and positive wellbeing. A Numeracy review was also completed and the School Improvement 
Plan will be implemented in September.   
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5.0 Shane Donohoe 5.1 Findlay Harvey  5.2 Cara Moran  

5.3 Julia Golik receiving  
her Student of the Class award. 

FIFTH YEAR



It has been a very busy final term for the students of Home Economics. 
Some of the activities included TY pupils completing the Safe Food for Life 
programme and all pupils graduated with distinctions. This programme is 
certified by the Environmental Health Association of Ireland and is valid for 
5 years. Well done to all pupils who participated in the course and took the 
exam.  
 
Junior Cycle pupils continued their cookery skills development by cooking 
up a storm in school and at home this year. Chocolate brownies, brown 
bread, fruit scones and fruit salad all on the kitchen menu.  Second year 
pupils researched special diets and presented their findings in colourful 
wheels. They also completed a craft CBA by making doorstops/draught 
excluders. Third years were busy with CBA 2 work and made impressive 
presentations to their class friends. Fifth year pupils conducted sensory 
analysis tests and  enjoyed presenting their results to the class also. All very 
educational. Leaving certificate students celebrated their final Home 
Economics class with our traditional breakfast morning. A lovely morning 
was had by all the students and Ms.Wynne, Ms.Kennedy and Ms.Barry wish 
them all the very best in their exams.  

HOME ECONOMICS DEPARTMENT 
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TY’s complete Safe Food  
for Life Programme.   



26th August 2021 (Thurs)  
Staff Planning JPD and CPD  

27th August 2021  
(Friday 9.00 – 13:15pm)  
First Year Induction Day  

30th August 2021 (Monday)  
1st years and 6th years in school  

31st August 2021 (Tuesday)  
1st yrs, 5th & 6th yrs in school  

1st September 2021  
All 1st , 2nd , 3rd , 5th and 6th yrs  
in school  

6 th September 2021 (Monday)  
Transition Years Return  

20th September  
JCT cluster day for staff.  
School closed to students.  

23rd September 
1st Year parents’ information night  

24th September 2021  
(TBC) Mercy Day.  
School mass if possible. 

27th September School closed  

29th September 2021  
(16.00 – 18.00pm)  
Staff Meeting/ Policy Review/ JPD  

7th Oct 2021  
(16.00 – 18.00)  Staff Meeting  

18th October 2021 (16:15 – 18:45)  
Parent/ Teacher Meeting (3rd Year)  

22nd October 2021  
Final day of half term  
November 2021  

1st November 2021  
School Re-Opens  

3rd Nov to 5th Nov  
5th and 6th Year Assessments  

11 th November  
Open Night for 5th and 6th class 
pupils  

17th November 2021  
(16:15 – 18:45) Parent/ Student/ 
Teacher Meeting (6th Years)  

2nd December 2021  
(16.00 – 18.00pm)  Policy Review / 
Team Meetings  

22nd December 2021  
Last day of term 
Christmas holidays commence 

6th January 2022 School Re-Opens  

13th January 2022 (16:15 – 18:45)  
Parent/ Teacher Meeting (1st Year)  

19th January 2022 (16:00 – 18:00)  
Subject Department / Team 
Meetings  

Week beginning  
February 7th – 18th 2022  
Pre-Junior / Pre-Leaving Cert. 
Examinations  

1st February 2022 (16:15 – 18:45)  
Parent/ Teacher Meeting (2nd Year)  

18th February 2022  
Midterm commences  

28th February 2022  
School Re-Opens March 2022  

1st March 2022 (16:15 – 18:45)  
Parent/ Teacher Meeting (5th Year)  

Mon 7th March  
JCT cluster day for staff 
School closed to students  

14th March 2022  
(16.00 – 18.00pm) Staff Meeting  

17th March 2022  
St. Patrick’s Day - holiday  
School closed  

18th March school closed  

8th April 2022 last day of term 
Easter holidays commence 

25th April 2022  
School Re-Opens  

May 2nd, 2022  
Bank Holiday  

May 4th 2022 (16.00 – 18.00pm)  
Staff Meeting  

May 3rd to Friday May 6th  
Summer Assessments for 1st and 
2nd years  

Week of May 16th- 20th 
Sports Day if possible  

23rd May 2022 (18.00- 19.00) 
Transition Year Presentation Evening 

25th May 2022  
Leaving Certificate Grad. Mass 3pm  

30th and/or 31st May -  
1st and 2nd year tours  

May 31st, June 1st and 2nd - 5th Year 
Assessments June 2022  

3rd June 2022  
School Closes (Summer Holidays)  

8th June 2022  
State Examinations Commence  

*All dates provisional and subject to 
HSE/NPHET/HSPC/DES advice 
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